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expression of anxiety on his face. Granet was be-
wildered. He promptly changed his mind.
"If Miss Grassleyes," he said, "will confirm your
request; if she, too, asks me to leave, I will go at
once/*
Spenser's expression remained almost ferocious.
"Why insist upon Miss Grassleyes' coming into
the matter?" he demanded. "I am acting in her in-
? crests. She knows nothing about business. Set these
others an example, Mr. Granet, in kindliness. Ac-
cept my word for it that your departure is for the
good of everybody. If you do not go it may be a
matter of great regret to you later on."
"That sounds almost like a threat," Granet ob-
served.
"I have not threatened you. I have treated you
courteously. I have not made the mistake of losing
my temper as I did in my office this afternoon. The
matter is one of great moment to those who have to
carry on after Lady Grassleyes. I repeat my re-
quest. Please go yourself and so much the better if
you can induce the others to follow your example."
"You have not advanced a single sane reason why
I should do so," Granet pointed out.
The house-agent was silent.
"No," he admitted, "I have not. Furthermore,"
he added after another pause, "I shall not. I take
it that you refuse?"
"Unless Miss Grassleyes adds her persuasion to
yours. A single word from her will be sufficient."
"Very well, we will leave it like that. At present
you must excuse inef"